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side, in workshops and laboratories, every
invention which the disinterested genius of
neighbouring peoples had been able to achieve
was immediately captured, bent from its in*
tended use, and converted into an engine of
war. Reciprocally, the army and navy which
owed their growth to the increasing wealth of
the nation, repaid the debt by placing their
services at the disposal of this wealth: they
undertook to open roads for commerce and
outlets for industry. But through this very
combination the movement imposed on Prussia
by her kings, and on Germany by Prussia,
was bound to swerve from its course, whilst
gathering speed and flinging itself forward.
Sooner or later it was bound to escape from
all control and become a plunge into the
abyss.

For, even though the spirit of conquest
knows no limit in itself, it must limit its
ambitions as long as the question is simply
that of seizing a neighbour's territory. To
constitute their kingdom, kings of Prussia